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The sustainability of energy supply has become a major societal issue, reflecting 
global trends such as growing population, energy-intensive ways of living and 
increased environmental concerns. 

Numerous countries have set ambitious targets for reducing carbon emissions and 
use of non-renewable energies, with a view to leveraging technological advances 
and growing environmental awareness. Interactions between climate, energy and 
economic choices are very complex, however, especially since the energy sector 
continues to drift from centralized planning to market-driven management. 
Debates naturally arise about public policies and the efficiency of economic 
tools. It becomes even more complex when encompassing extra-environmental 
implications (such as international trade, energetic dependence, corporate 
operations or investment decisions).  

At the AXA Research Fund, we believe that research holds the key for a sustainable 
energy future. This call for projects aims at selecting and supporting Future 
Research Leaders on Energy Transition. It is intended to help deliver a structural 
shift in energy systems enabling a move away from the use of fossil-based energy 
and towards renewable energy sources, while better managing energy demand 
and consumption. We will look for transdisciplinary research topics, adopting 
either a global perspective or focusing on regional challenges (China, Global 
South…), in areas such as (but not limited to):

Towards a fair, efficient 
and sustainable energy 
transition
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What profiles do we look for? 

We are seeking to award Future Research Leader Fellowships to early-career 
researchers (max. PhD+5) with proven scientific excellence and high potential for 
innovation, transformation and dissemination (including open-data approaches).

In terms of excellence, the main criteria are research outputs (e.g. publications), 
research activities (organizing networks, being involved in communities) and 
research impact (policy report, specific recognition through awards etc). 

In terms of engagement, the main criteria are visibility beyond academic 
community and a strong interdisciplinary activity.

Diversity will be an important criterion in the selection process, with regard to 
geography, gender, research theme, methodology and opportunity for the grant 
to deliver a significant step-change in the career of the awardee.

• Monitoring and modeling tools. E.g.: criteria, measures, models, indicators 
which should be used to best monitor and foster the process.
• Policy-making. E.g.: improving regulatory and legal frameworks, creating   
 incentives.
• Market practices. E.g.: improving climate finance, business integration and   
 reporting.
• Public-private cooperation. E.g. finding and enabling the optimal energy mix.
• Geopolitical risks. E.g. identifying potential consequences in international   
 relations.
• Behavioral change. E.g.: fostering more sustainable consumption practices   
 and best engage broad audiences on the topic.
• Identifying and managing side effects. 
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The mission of the AXA Research Fund is to support academic institutions hosting 
outstanding researchers committed to improving peoples’ lives through cutting-
edge, innovative research addressing global societal challenges related to Life & 
Health, Data & Technology, Climate & Environment and Economics & Insurance.
The AXA Research Fund evaluation process has been carefully designed to 
assess scientific excellence irrespective of potential biases. The evaluations are 
monitored to guarantee transparency, fairness and impartiality in the treatment 
of proposals. 

Guidelines
  

Who are we? 

The AXA Future Research Leader Fellowships is a funding scheme aiming at 
supporting young promising researchers on a priority topic aligned with AXA and 
the Society. Our support should be transformative for the researcher and the 
advancement of her/his field.

Duration
An AXA Future Research Leader Fellowship is awarded for a period of 2 years.

Institution
The AXA Research Fund only partners with academic institutions. Institutions 
located within countries where the AXA Group has insurance operations are eligible 
for funding. One slot is reserved for the USA in this campaign, as a statement to 
support climate and environment-related studies. 

Researcher
Candidates should be of the highest caliber and have demonstrated outstanding 
research achievements, as evidenced by the usual indicators for assessing 
academic excellence.

  

What are the AXA Future Research Leader Fellowships?
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Research program
The research program should demonstrate its scientific originality and innovative 
nature, and have the potential to contribute to a step change in the considered 
field. It is the responsibility of the institution to demonstrate the relevance of the 
proposed research topic to AXA.

Outreach
It is a requirement that researchers would be proactive in engaging science 
with society when supported by the AXA Research Fund, and use an open-data 
framework when applicable.

Budget
An AXA Future Research Leader Fellowship is awarded for maximum 125.000€. 
It is the responsibility of the applicant to submit a carefully calibrated budget, 
appropriate for the ambition of the research program and justified in a detailed 
and coherent manner. No overhead costs can be eligible.

Ethics
The AXA Research Fund places extremely high importance on the ethics of the work 
it supports. Programs are required to comply fully with all relevant ethical review 
processes and for this compliance to be evidenced. Cases of scientific misconduct 
(such as fabrication, falsification, plagiarism or misrepresentation of data) or 
of inappropriate behavior towards staff or other parties will be considered as 
breaches of the Fund’s ethical principles and will be excluded.

Intellectual property
The researcher and the host institution remain fully independent to conduct 
the Research project. AXA will not claim any right to the ownership or use of the 
results.
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The AXA Research Fund partners with the European Science Foundation (ESF) to 
carry out the scientific evaluation process. ESF is an established, independent 
and non-governmental organization dedicated to supporting scientific endeavors. 
ESF conducts the peer review in accordance with the criteria defined by the AXA 
Research Fund.

Please note that:
• The application must be submitted in English, on time, online, and complete. It  
 must respect the template structure and the page limit.
• The research topic must fall within the scope of the eligible thematic focus as 
listed   above.
• The candidate must put forward a free standing independent research project  
 involving full-time work for the duration of the fellowship (with an exceptional  
 acceptance of up to 20% time dedicated to teaching).

Application process & 
Timeline 

• Step 1 –Expression of interest

To apply for our scheme, host academic institutions first indicate their interest in 
participating in the call, along with the number of fellows they wish to present 
(limited to 2). To do so, they should write at researchfund@axa.com and provide 
details about the profile of the candidate (PhD date and title) and the research 
project. AXA will then provide the ESF with the names of the institutions and 
the institutions’ contact person details, and ESF will send them an invitation to 
nominate their candidates online. 

• Step 2 – Application

Academic institutions will then be given an access to the dedicated ESF platform 
so as to nominate up to 2 candidates by entering their names & email addresses 
online. 
Candidates nominated are then invited by the ESF to submit their research 
proposals and are provided with the necessary information to access the 
application form. Eligibility criteria and relevance of the project to the thematic 
call will be screened by the ESF. 

  

Application process

http://www.esf.org/
mailto:researchfund%40axa.com?subject=
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• Step 3 –Rebuttal

Candidates will have the opportunity to respond online to the ESF experts’ pre-
assessment of their applications before they are reviewed by the AXA Research 
Fund panels. The main purpose of the rebuttal is to provide applicants with the 
possibility to comment on any potential misinterpretations or misunderstandings 
that may have been made by the experts while initially assessing their proposals. 
This rebuttal step is strongly recommended.

• Step 4 – Scientific assessment

The evaluation of the scientific quality of research proposals is implemented in a 
fully independent manner by the ESF. The ESF will set up Review Panels in charge 
of assessing all proposals. Review Panels are composed of renowned scientists and 
scholars from all over the world with a broad view and knowledge across domains 
covered by their respective panel. Review Panel members are independently 
identified, invited and appointed by the ESF office to ensure a balanced coverage 
of disciplines and scientific cultures.

• Step 5 – Selection & results publication

The Scientific Board of the AXA Research Fund selects applications to be funded 
based on the scientific case and panels’ assessments.

As soon as the Board has taken its decision, the AXA Research Fund informs the 
Institution through the Institution’s representative. Results of the campaign will 
also be made available online (http://www.axa-research.org/). In parallel, the 
announcement will also be reflected on the dedicated platforms for applicants 
and institutions, where the outcomes will be published.

http://www.axa-research.org/
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Full applications must be submitted on the ESF online platform by:

• January 15, 2018 –  2p.m. CET Time.

Projects selected for funding are expected to start between then and January 2019.

Please note that all deadlines above are 2p.m. CET time.

Host  
IInstitution 

phase

Expression of interest  
by email: researchfund@axa.com

Dec. 18, 2017 - Jan. 5, 2018

Submitting Candidate names 
on ESF online platform

Dec. 18, 2017 - Jan. 5, 2018

Applicant 
Phase

Research proposal submission 
on ESF online platform

Dec. 18, 2017 - Jan. 15, 2018

Deadline for submission of applications Jan 15, 2018

Rebuttal Phase Feb. 27, 2018 - Mar. 5, 2018

Results announcements Apr. 23, 2018

   

 Timeline 

mailto:researchfund%40axa.com?subject=

